TAUNTON  CYCLE  CLUB  HOUSE,  No  38  WINTHROP  STREET  (1892> 


Cycle  Reminiscences, 


Taunton  Bicycle  Club. 

On  the  ninth  day  of  June,  1885,  a small  party  of  wheeling  enthusiasts,  re- 
siding in  and  about  the  city  of  Taunton,  Mass.,  assembled  in  a small  stable 
on  Broadway  (club  house  No.  i),  with  the  mutual  intention  of  organizing  a 
club  for  the  promotion  of  cycling,  and  thus  the  Taunton  Bicycle  Club  came  into  existence. 

With  thirteen  charter  members,  all  willing  workers,  and  having  chosen  Wm.  T.  Ma- 
gruder  as  president,  George  A.  Closson  as  secretary-treasurer,  and  William  C.  Williams  as 
their  captain,  set  about  to  increase  the  strength,  numerically  and  financially,  and  also  to 
procure  a suitable  meeting  place.  After  holding  four  enthusiastic  meetings  on  Broadway, 
premises  were  procured  on  Trescott  street,  in  the  center  of  the  city,  a small  room  up  one 
flight  of  rather  narrow  stairs  (club  house  No.  2).  Overalls  were  donned  and,  like  Brownies’ 
work,  the  room  changed  from  a dirty  paint  shop  to  a cosy  reading  room,  and  on  July  21 


2 


FIRST  CLUB  HOUSE,  BROADWAY  (1885) 


the  home  was  complete,  the  rent  being  the  munificent  amount  of  five  dollars  per  month. 
But  the  wheelmen  did  not  rest  here  contented  ; push  seemed  to  be  their  watchword,  and 

with  a desire  for  better  things,  and  having  increased  in  membership  to  thirty-one,  they 

took  their  departure  for  No.  3 Summer  street  (club  house  No.  3),  where  many  additional 
features  were  added,  and  continued  success  followed.  During  this  time  the  club  had  been 
ably  presided  over  by  presidents  W.  T.  Magruder,  Alfred  B.  Sproat  and  Albert  F.  Bailey, 
all  of  whom  were  ardent  workers  for  the  cause,  and  to  whom,  with  the  co-operation  of 
secretary-treasurer  Closson  (who  has  held  the  office  of  treasurer  during  his  entire  mem- 
bership in  the  different  clubs),  much  of  this  success  was  due. 

But  these  quarters  soon  became  too  small  to  hold  the  happy  cyclers.  At  this  time  it 
was  found  necessary  to  seek  larger  apartments  for  the  upwards  of  sixty  wheelmen  who 

had  joined  the  club,  and  June  14,  1887,  saw  them  more  than  comfortably  settled  in 

Skinner’s  Block,  Main  street  (club  house  No.  4),  and  with  the  large  room  newly  furnished, 
with  its  cheery  open  fireplace,  seemed  cosy  enough.  Many  pleasant  hours  were  here  spent 
by  the  members,  the  usual  entertainments  and  club  runs  occurring  at  frequent  intervals. 


SECOND  CLUB  HOUSE.  TRESCOTT  STREET  (1885). 


The  resignation  of  the  president  and  secretary-treasurer,  together  with  other  good 
members,  in  January,  1888,  necessarily  delivered  the  guidance  of  the  club  into  new  hands,  » 
and  the  policy  was  changed,  and  from  this  date  until  January,  1889,  the  brilliant  flame 
of  enthusiasm  which  had  burned  so  steadily  and  bright,  seemed  to  be  gradually  growing 
dimmer,  and  about  July  of  the  same  year  it  had  ceased  to  burn,  the  Taunton  Bicycle 
Club  went  out,  and  it  was  thus  recorded  : — 

“Meeting  called  to  order,  but  on  account  of  small  number  present,  adjourned  to  a 
later  date.” 
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THIRD  CLUB  HOUSE,  SUfinER  STREET  (1886 


Belmont  Club  Wheelmen. 


President  Bailey  and  secretary-treasurer  Closson,  who  had 
quietly  dropped  from  the  old  club,  called  together  the 
“old  faithfuls”,  for,  not  having  lost  their  desire  for  old  associations,  de- 
termined to  revive  the  interest  which  had  died  out,  and  on  a cold  bleak 
evening,  the  14th  of  January,  1889,  quietly  led  the  way  to  a little  back 
C room  in  the  Crocker  Building,  and  though  damp  and  musty,  it  did  not  take 
long  for  the  merry  eleven  present  to  arrive  at  a point  of  business,  and  from  this  gather- 
ing came  the  Belmont  Club  and  Belmont  Club  Wheelmen,  of  which  the  following  were 


CHARTER  MEMBERS. 

A.  F.  Bailey,  President.  Ciias.  E.  Strange,  Vice-President.  G.  A.  Closson,  Treasurer. 
T.  H.  Tattersall,  Secretary.  E.  F.  Walker.  G.  A.  Babbitt. 

P.  L.  Hassenforder.  J.  E.  Tyndall.  C.  A.  Girling. 

W.  M.  Fish.  H.  P.  Simmons. 
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FOURTH  CLUB  HOUSE,  HAIN  STREET.  (1887). 


in  a very  short  time  the  Belmonts  added  a second  room,  and  both  being  furnished 
prettily  their  occupancy  was  continuous.  The  Belmont  Club  was  from  this  time  on  a 
decided  success,  and  ably  presided  over  by  presidents  Bailey,  Whitmarsh,  Girling,  Ward 
and  Pendleton.  It  had  long  been  the  desire  of  the  club  to  have  such  quarters  as  would 
afford  of  its  development,  numerically,  financially  and  socially,  and  on  December  ist,  when 
the  trees  were  losing  their  leaves,  and  the  roads  were  assuming  a rather  “ I will  always 
stick  to  you  ” condition,  the  Belmont  Club  changed  to  the  Taunton  Cycle  Club,  which 
added  new  life,  and  in  a very  short  time  they  had  leased  an  estate  on  one  of  the  lead- 
ing thoroughfares  of  the  city. 
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FIFTH  CLUB  HOUSE,  CITY  SQUARE  (1889) 


The  Present  Club  House. 


HE  estate  No.  38  Winthrop  street  was  leased  for  a term  of  years,  and  con- 
sists of  a cottage  house  and  suitable  grounds  for  a cycle  club,  is  located  on 
a side  hill  in  the  center  of  the  city,  and  easy  of  access,  the  interior  of  the 
house  has  been  refurnished  throughout,  and  many  alterations  have  been  and  are 

being  made,  to  accommodate  its  occupants.  On  entering,  is  a large  hallway  from 
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which  is  the  stairway  leading  to  the  second  story;  to  the  left  of  the  entrance  is  the  par- 
lor or  reception  room;  at  the  further  end,  the  reading  or  meeting  room,  and  directly  from 
this  the  library  or  officers’  room;  in  the  rear  is  a dining  room,  kitchen,  and  plenty  of 
large  closets.  Ascending  to  the  second  floor  is  found  a good  sized  hallway,  which  leads 
to  the  spacious  pool  or  billiard  room,  and  from  this  the  smoking  room;  to  the  rear,  two 
rooms  used  for  storage,  with  a second  stairway  to  the  lower  floor.  The  cottage  is  front- 
ed by  a large  veranda,  which  is  covered  by  a handsome  climbing  vine  in  the  summer 
months,  and  the  grounds  are  neatly  laid  out  with  lawns,  shrubs  and  flowers.  The  en- 
trance is  lighted  by  a large  lantern  bearing  the  name  of  the  club,  and  surmounting  the 


THE  PARLOR 


veranda  is  an  old  fashioned  large  wheel  bearing  the  legend  “T.  C.  C.,  L.  A.  W.  264,” 
with  the  emblem  of  the  club,  the  keystone,  in  the  center.  A rack  for  wheels  is  con- 
structed the  full  length  of  the  house,  and  is  indispensable  to  the  members  and  their 
visiting  friends. 

Officers  for  1893. 


President,  William  H.  Pendleton. 

Vice-President,  Arthur  B.  Totten. 

Secretary,  Frank  O.  Dean. 
Treasurer,  George  A.  Closson. 
Captain,  Plenry  C.  Bearse. 

First  Lieut.,  Albert  H.  Massey. 

Second  Lieut,  Frank  A.  Rouse. 

Color  Bearer,  Paul  L.  Hassenforder. 

Bugler,  Frank  E.  Howe. 

Sergeant-at-Arms,  John  L.  Merigold,  Jr. 

Frank  0.  Dean, 

Charles  E.  Strange, 

TRUSTEES. 

George  A.  Closson, 

Walter  B.  Rogers, 

William  H.  Pendleton. 
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THE  READING  ROOM 


President  William  H.  Pendleton. 

President  Pendleton  is  one  of  the  oldest  riders  in  the  city,  and  entered  the  club  in  July- 
1890,  since  which  time  he  has  been  instrumental  in  promoting  its  interests  ; he  has  served  as 
presiding  officer  since  January,  1892,  and  is  now  entering  on  his  third  term.  “ Billy  ” is  very 
popular  with  the  wheelmen  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a more  candid  counsel.  He  is  an 
ardent  lover  of  the  wheel  and  is  League  Consul  for  Taunton. 

Vice=President  Arthur  B.  Totten. 

Our  Vice-President  is  always  in  the  front  ranks,  and  the  bearings  of  his  wheels  are  seldom 
cold.  There  are  few  wheelmen  in  the  club  who  do  more  riding  and  cover  longer  distances. 
He  became  a member  of  the  club  in  July,  1891,  and  has  held  many  responsible  offices,  and 
at  present  is  Club  Representative  to  the  board  of  officers  of  the  Massachusetts  Division 

L.  A.  W. 

Secretary  Frank  O.  Dean. 

Secretary  Dean  is  just  entering  upon  his  duties  as  Club  Scribe,  and  his  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  business  methods  gives  assurance  of  the  able  manner  in  which  he  will  fill  this  office. 
He  has  been  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic  wheelmen  of  the  city  ; joined  the  club  in  July, 
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THE  OFFICE 


1889  ; served  as  Vice-President  and  also  Trustee.  He  is  one  of  the  successful  business  men 
of  the  city,  and  has  many  friends. 

Treasurer  George  A.  Closson. 

One  of  the  reliables  in  the  club  is  George  A.  Closson.  He  began  his  riding  in  1880  as 
a member  of  the  old  Eagle  Bicycle  Club  of  Boston.  In  1885  he  came  to  Taunton,  and  irince 
then  has  held  important  positions  in  the  Mason  Machine  Works  office  as  stenographer  and 
accountant,  being  at  present  the  cashier.  He  has  constantly  kept  up  his  interest  in  wheeling 
in  the  various  clubs.  Cycling  in  Taunton  owes  as  much  to  him  as  to  any  one  man. 

Captain  Henry  C.  Bearse. 

Captain  Bearse  is  one  of  the  ‘‘  old  faithfuls  ” ; he  has  pushed  the  wheel  many  moons  ; 
was  one  of  the  first  members  of  the  old  Taunton  Bicycle  Club.  Much  praise  is  due  Capt. 
Bearse  for  his  interest  and  many  kind  services  rendered,  and  the  present  club  house  owes 
much  of  its  cosy  appearance  to  his  never  tiring  efforts.  He  retired  from  the  old  T.  B.  C.  at 
its  finish  and  entered  the  present  organization  in  May,  1890,  and  it  is  hoped  that  he  may  be 
with  the  wheelmen  to  call  “ runs  ” in  the  20th  century.  ' 
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THE  POOL  ROOM 


First  Lieutenant  Albert  H.  flassey. 

First  Lieutenant  Massey  is  another  of  the  “old  faithfuls”  and  to  relate  his  good  points 
would  occupy  too  much  of  our  limited  space.  He  cast  his  lines  with  the  club  in  October, 
1889,  has  since  been  vice-president  and  2nd  lieutenant,  is  a long  distance  lider,  and  his 
presence  has  been  one  of  the  pleasant  remembrances  of  our  past  good  times.  “ Harry,”  as 
he  is  called,  is  in  the  employ  of  Reed  6^  Barton  ; of  excellent  judgment,  and  with  a kind 
word  for  all,  he  will  assist  the  captain  in  a true  and  efficient  manner. 

Second  Lieutenant  Frank  A.  Rouse. 

F.  A.  Rouse  is  one  of  the  later  members,  but  a wholesouled  wheelman,  and  there  are  but 
few  “runs”  in  which  he  does  not  participate.  Of  rather  a quiet,  unassuming  disposition,  yet 
always  willing  to  lend  a hand  for  the  success  of  the  T.  C.  C.  Joined  in  May,  1892. 

Color  Bearer  Paul  L.  Hassenforder. 

P.  L.  Hassenforder  has  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the  charter  members  ; also  of 
being  an  officer  of  the  League  of  American  Wheelmen  and  District  Representative.  Paul  is 
an  ardent  wheelman,  and  has  many  good  suggestions  and  resolutions  to  offer  for  the  promo- 
tion of  cycling.  He  has  been  captain,  and  has  filled  other  minor  offices. 


PERKINS.  G.  A.  BABBITT.  A.  B.  TOTTEN. 

MERIGOLD,  JR.  W.  H.  PENDLETON.  F.  A.  ROUSE. 


Bugler  Frank  E.  Howe. 


I 
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F.  E.  Howe  is  also  one  of  the  more  recent  members,  but  is  more  than  interested  in 
making  a success  of  every  undertaking.  He  is  a wheelman,  and  accompanies  the  club  on 
many  of  the  short  runs.  He  was  registered  as  a member  in  July,  1892. 


Sergeant=at=arms  John  L.  Merigold,  Jr. 

Sergeant  Merigold,  although  not  a member  of  long  standing,  has  yet  taken  much  interest 
in  the  club  entertainments,  and  is  an  efficient  member.  He  joined  in  September,  1892. 


22 


. DEAN.  A.  F.  BAILEY.  W.  B.  ROGERS. 

MONROE.  W.  H.  MANN.  C.  E.  STRANGE. 


Officers  from  January  1889  to  January  1893. 


Albert  F.  Bailey, 

Presidents. 

Charles  A.  Girling, 

Louis  W.  Whitmarsh, 

Albert  L.  Ward, 

Charles  E.  Strange, 

William  H.  Pendleton. 

Vice=Presidents. 

Albert  H.  Massey, 

George  E.  Nye, 

Edwin  F.  Walker, 

Frank  0.  Dean, 

Arthur  B.  Totten. 

Thomas  H.  Tattersall, 

Secretaries. 

Fred  S.  Dunbar, 

Frank  P.  Wilcox, 

Charles  A.  Barnard, 

George  A.  Closson,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

Treasurer. 

George  A.  Closson. 

Captains. 

Paul  L.  Hassenforder,  Henry  C.  Bearse. 
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1893. 

Membership,  January  1st. 


George  A.  Closson, 

G.  Arthur  Babbitt, 
Charles  E.  Strange, 
Charles  A.  Girling, 
Paul  L.  Hassenforder, 
Thomas  H.  Tattersall, 
George  E.  Nye, 

Frank  O.  Dean, 

Albert  H.  Massey, 
Walter  B.  Rogers, 
Daniel  L.  Neff, 

Henry  C.  Bearse, 
William  H.  Pendleton, 
R.  C.  Loveland, 
Charles  A.  Lawrence, 
Louis  A.  Lincoln, 

Bion  C.  Pierce, 

Arthur  B.  Totten, 


John  W.  Robertson, 
Blanchard  C.  Cole, 
Clifford  H.  Wilmarth, 
Albert  F.  Bailey, 
Chester  W.  Macomber, 
Edward  Leonard, 
Henry  F.  Mason, 
Marcus  Rounds, 
William  Lindsey, 
Edward  T.  Hatch, 
James  W.  Monroe, 
George  Beers, 

Frank  1.  Reed, 

Fred  J.  Huntley, 
Gideon  Perkins, 

Frank  A.  Rouse, 
Ernest  F.  Wilbur, 
William  H.  Mann, 


Arthur  Dix, 

William  Jones, 

John  J.  Connell, 

C.  Warren  Levensaler, 
George  B.  Campbell, 
William  H.  Carpenter, 
Frank  E.  Strange, 
William  B.  Howe,  Jr., 
James  H.  Mason, 

John  L.  Merigold,  Jr., 
Frank  E.  Howe, 
Walter  R.  Pope, 

Henry  L.  Waldron, 
George  E.  Dunham, 
William  Potter, 

James  L.  Lincoln, 
Amos  Collens, 

James  Butcher. 


26 


HATCH.  B.  C.  COLE.  F.  E.  STRANGE. 

DUNHAM.  H.  H.  ROGERS.  C.  W.  LEVENSALER. 


REED.  C.  W.  MACOMBER.  J.  W.  ROBERTSON. 


Honorary  flembers. 

George  A.  Perkins,  Boston,  Chief  Consul  Massachusetts  Division,  L.  A.  W. 

Edvi^ard  Mott,  Ex-Senator,  Taunton. 

A H.  Sweet,  Norton,  ex-State  Representative. 

J.  Ernest  Tyndall,  Florida. 

The  Taunton  Cycle  Club  now  numbers  57  members,  53  active  and  4 honorary.  The 
annual  expense  of  membership  is  two  dollars  entrance  fee  and  twelve  dollars  per  annum  dues; 
non-resident  members  three  dollars  per  year,  which  includes  the  entrance  fee.  The  emblem 
is  a keystone  with  the  letter  “ T ” inserted. 

Runs. 

During  the  past  year  regular  weekly  club  runs  have  been  taken  to  various  localities. 

The  second  annual  century  run  occurred  on  October  9,  the  route  taken  being  through 
Foxboro,  Framingham,  Sudbury  to  Brighton,  and  thence  home,  in  which  twenty  riders  started 
and  eighteen  returned  to  receive  the  handsome  100  mile  medal.  November  13,  two  of  the 
members  (Dean  and  Totten)  covered  150  miles  in  15  hours,  going  to  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 
and  returning  to  Salem.  The  club  rode  the  old  year  out  and  the  new  year  in,  in  accordance 


with  the  usual  custom.  The  hare  and  hound  run  on  Thanksgiving  day  was  novel,  and  though 
the  hares  escaped,  and  the  hounds  returned  to  their  kennel  cold  and  hungry,  yet  the  sport  was 
enjoyed  by  a large  number  of  wheelmen. 

Robertson  and  Rogers  have  ably  represented  the  club  on  the  race  track,  both  being  able 
to  show  numerous  and  valuable  prizes. 

Entertainments. 

It  is  one  of  the  pleasant  features  of  the  Cycle  Club,  to  entertain  its  members  socially  in 
the  Club  House,  and  during  its  existence,  many  enjoyable  gatherings  have  taken  place,  among 
which  might  be  mentioned  the  ladies’  nights,  which  occur  once  a month,  the  members  taking 
charge  on^  month,  and  their  lady  friends  the  next,  and  those  who  have  been  fortunate  enough 
to  participate  in  these  assemblies  have  expressed  a desire  for  their  continuance.  Whist 
parties,  auction  parties,  pool  tournaments,  Christmas  parties  and  receptions  have  followed  each 
other  in  succession,  and  two  dancing  classes  this  season,  in  which  there  are  nearly  two  hundred 
couples,  allow  of  ample  enjoyment  for  those  who  are  so  inclined. 

One  of  the  most  enjoyable  events  of  the  season  was  the  reception  in  October  of  Chief 
Consul  George  A.  Perkins,  Senator  Edward  Mott  and  Representative  Sweet,  at  the  club  house. 


when  Consul  Perkins,  in  behalf  of  the  Massachusetts  Division  L.  A.  W.,  presented  the  Sena- 
tor with  a handsome  group  picture  of  the  State  Senate  of  1891-2,  as  a recognition  of  his 
services  for  good  roads,  and  many  visiting  wheelmen  were  present  to  assist  in  this  jollification. 

Some  mention  should  also  be  made  of  the  many  pleasant  evenings  spent  with  the  Press 
Cycling  Club  of  Boston,  the  Mt.  Washington,  Mattapan  Road,  Cambridgeport,  Shoe  City,  and 
other  wheel  clubs. 

League  Club  No.  264. 

The  Taunton  Cycle  Club  is  enrolled  on  the  books  of  the  League  of  American  Wheelmen, 
as  club  No.  264,  it  having  become  such  some  years  ago.  The  club  is  ably  represented  at  all 
L.  A.  W.  meetings ; and  at  the  meets  at  Cottage  City  and  at  Worcester,  they  had  a large 
representation.  They  have  been  awarded  many  handsome  prizes  for  appearance,  representa- 
tion, and  races. 

Club  Management. 

The  finances  of  the  club  are  in  the  hands  of  a Board  of  Trustees,  and  the  full  indebted- 
ness of  the  club,  which  is  very  small,  is  more  than  guaranteed  by  subscription.  The  by-laws 
of  the  club  are  exceedingly  strict,  and  rigidly  enforced,  and  no  liquor  or  games  of  chance  are 
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allowed  on  the  premises,  the  penalty  for  which  would  be  expulsion.  At  the  annual  report  of 
the  club,  January  3,  1893,  the  financial  condition  showed  a number  of  hundred  dollars  on 
hand,  while  the  membership  had  increased  over  one  hundred  per  cent.,  and  by  careful  and 
conservative  management  the  Taunton  Cycle  Club  intend  to  further  increase  in  strength  finan- 
cially, and  socially,  and  to  eventually  own  a new  club  house. 

Anniversaries. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  Belmont  club  in  1889,  it  has  been  customary  to  hold  an 
annual  ball  and  entertainment  as  near  the  date  of  January  14,  as  possible,  and  it  is  with 
pleasure  that  the  Taunton  Cycle  Club  receive  their  friends  at  this  their  fourth  anniversary,  and 
present  to  them  this  little  Souvenir,  assuring  those  who  have  worked  for  our  success  and 
pleasure  that  we  fully  appreciate  all  that  has  been  done  to  further  that  end  and  encourage 
the  health  giving  and  long  life  recreation  of  cycle  riding,  which  has  in  the  past  few  years 
become  so  universally  appreciated,  and  we  desire  to  extend  to  one  and  all  a Happy  New  Year. 
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The  Souvenir  Committee, 

G.  A.  CLOSSON,  G.  A.  BABBITT,  A.  B.  TOTTEN. 


